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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 2064 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR FR PO 
SUBJECT: FRENCH POLITICS 

AT LUNCHEON ALONE TODAY, MARCH 15, MARIO SOARES TOLD ME 
DURING HIS RECENT VISIT TO PARIS THAT GISCARD ASKED 
HIM TO TELL MITTERRAND THAT HE (GISCARD) DISLIKED THE 
COMMUNISTS BUT HE DID NOT DISLIKE THE SOCIALISTS. 

SOARES SAID HE COMMUNICATED THIS TO MITTERRAND, ADDING AS 
HIS OWN QUESTION WHETHER MITTERRAND WOULD BE WILLING TO 
ACCEPT THE PRIME MINISTERSHIP UNDER GISCARD. WHEN MITTERRAND 
SAID HE WOULD, SOARES ASKED HIM WHAT ROLE THE PCF WOULD 
THEN PLAY. MITTERRAND RESPONDED WITH A WAVE OF HIS HAND, 

"THAT'S THEIR PROBLEM." 
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